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Retrieved August 29,  The drover's wife lives secluded in a harsh environment. Which in many ways is
admirable though not exactly practical when it comes to the needs the family have in the bush. This essay will
explore both of these women and will support the thesis that both represent archetypes of the strong,
independent ideal of Australian women. She left a note saying that she was going to the store, but then never
came back. Her resignation allows her to survive against the odds, which may give the reader pause in terms
of whether or not we expect her "careless" and confident husband will come back from his long journey. She
thinks of things in her own life, for there is little else to think about. The bushwoman kills the snake. The week
before the snake arrived, a bushman came by, demanding food. Her husband has been gone for six months
herding sheep and she is not certain if you will ever come home. Taken from his While the Billy Boils
collection the story is narrated in the third person by an unnamed narrator and after reading the story the reader
realises that Lawson may be exploring the theme of struggle and hardship. However, readers may be coming
at this with their own biases; after all, she is actually content. Related Posts:. However she still has aspirations
and dreams that will not go away. At the same time, the struggles presented here illustrate the variety of
natural threats she faces on a daily basis, as well as the variation in her ability to successfully fight them off.
Thus, this anecdote sets up a paradigm that paints the white settlers as hardworking and deserving of success
and the Aboriginal inhabitants as selfish, unreliable, and unkind indeed, the Aboriginal man makes the
bushwoman cry. She put on an old pair of her husband's trousers and tried to beat out the fire with a green tree
branch. Choosing to move her children into the safe kitchen and create a bed for them on the table shows how
resourceful the bushwoman has become in taking care of her family. A name is not given to her too, to suggest
that she has no standing in the society and she represents all bushwomen. Active Themes Related Quotes with
Explanations It is nearing morning, and the bushwoman realizes that she is out of candles, so she goes to fetch
some wood to burn from the woodpile. With little else to stimulate one's mind, one's thoughts are quite
prominent. Narrator It is a lovely and symbolic moment in the text when the drover's wife puts on her
husband's pants to fight the fire, because she is clearly "wearing the pants" in all respects out here in the bush
while he is away. It is part of her character not to get bogged down in possibilities but to accept where she is
at. She worries about him and is concerned, but her life is taken up entirely by her need to survive and to take
care of their children. The collapse of the woodpile casts the Aboriginal man who built it as a crafty and
untrustworthy person, and he appears even more untrustworthy in comparison to the honest and hardworking
bushwoman. This is a sort of threat that she would encounter regardless of where she lived due to her gender.
Prelude â€” a bushwoman with her 4 children and a dog living in a wooden house while her husband is away.
The dog captures the snake. Reappearance of the snake as dawn approaches. She finds all the excitement and
enjoyment she needs in the 'Young Ladies Journal. Her toughness, her calloused existence, is made apparent
in the following lines, "But this bushwoman is used to the loneliness of it. It is as though he is aware of just
how difficult things are for his mother. Her surroundings are not favorable to the "womanly" or sentimental
side of nature. She is fully aware that she has four children that need to be looked after. She did not sign her
note with her customary "Love" at the end, and has never bothered to call or show any concern for her
husband or her children. It is a dumb witness to all that is happening to her. The Drover's Wife written by
William Bail shares the same title and also tells the tale of a strong, independent woman, only with quite
different results than Lawson's character. Perhaps the most salient thing about him, though, and the thing that
distinguishes him from his wife, is that he still has hope. She knows what her life is and does not rail against
it. No matter how difficult life in the bush may be the family are together. To connect with herself as a
woman. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations Daylight is nearing when suddenly Alligator
expresses interest in a crack in the wall, and the bushwoman grabs her stick.


