
AN ANALYSIS OF SOCIOLOGICAL AND STRUCTURAL EXPLANATIONS

OF CRIMINALITY IN SOCIETY

The review begins with the two classical sociological theories of crime analysis , cultural transmission, and differential
association theory reflected in.

Since criminology was a young field, he drew on other aspects of sociology including social interactions and
group learning Laub  Faced with bleak job prospects and a dearth of people who want to spend time with you,
what are your alternatives? Google Scholar Lane, R. Psychological Record 16, â€” From that point until the
late s, homosexuality was regarded as a deviant, closeted activity that, if exposed, could result in legal
prosecution, moral condemnation, ostracism, violent assault, and loss of career. He broke the seal that
protected the identity of the subject and discovered it was his own brain scan. Convergence, in prospective
longitudinal surveys of drug use in normal populations. Science, , â€” Innovation Retreatism First, said
Merton, they may continue to accept the goal of economic success and also the value of working at a job to
achieve such success; Merton labeled this adaptation conformity. If the rules change, what counts as deviant
also changes. Sociological Spectrum, 29, 51â€” Columbus, OH: Charles E. There is always a range of
constraints, rules, pressures, established beliefs, etc. All societies practise social control, the regulation and
enforcement of norms. In many ways the sociopath is a cypher for many of the anxieties we have about the
loss of community and living among people we do not know. From birth, we are encouraged to achieve the
goal of financial success. This influence makes it difficult to define criminals as kinds of person in terms of
pre-existing, innate predispositions or individual psychopathologies. If they are not shown how to inhale the
smoke or how much to smoke, they might not feel the drug had any effect on them. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
How does it affect a society? To understand why some acts are deviant and some are not, it is necessary to
understand what the context is, what the existing rules are, and how these rules came to be established.
Although most of these children in fact will not suffer this fate, many of their peers will experience these
outcomes. Typically it was hidden in the household and largely regarded as a private, domestic matter in
which police were reluctant to get involved. Bohm, R. Personal crimes like murder, assault, and sexual assault
are products of the stresses and strains of living under stressful conditions of scarcity and deprivation. In this
way, Bentham proposed, social control could become automatic because prisoners would be induced to
monitor their own behaviour. Much of this research has focused on the relationship between parents and
children. One way in which certain activities or people come to be understood and defined as deviant is
through the intervention of moral entrepreneurs. An individualistic analysis takes individuals rather than
groups or whole societies as its fundamental starting point. Acts are not deviant in themselves. If a person
views social values as beliefs, he or she will conform to them. On the other hand, the ruthless and sometimes
sociopathic behaviour of many business people and politicians, otherwise regarded as deviant according to the
normative codes of society, is often rewarded or regarded with respect. This result occurs, argues the theory,
because the labeling process gives someone a negative self-image, reduces the potential for employment, and
makes it difficult to have friendships with law-abiding individuals. Codified laws are norms that are specified
in explicit codes and enforced by government bodies. Differential association and learning principles revisited.
His research involved analyzing brain scans of serial killers. The behavior of organisms. We conclude by
beginning to consider whether these explanations clarify our understanding of the crime problem. Social
Forces, 55, â€” Google Scholar Staats, A. British Journal of Criminology, 4, â€” An adult belching loudly is
avoided.


