
10TH CENTURY MANUSCRIPT OF EARLIEST GAELIC WRITING AND

MEANING

Ogham is an Early Medieval alphabet used primarily to write the early Irish language and later One possible origin is
from the Irish og-Ãºaim 'point-seam', referring to the . is that the alphabet was first invented, for whatever reason, in
4th-century Irish Five additional letters were later introduced (mainly in the manuscript.

This was a composite figure, combining the head of a man with the hind quarters of the other three animals.
The Breves causae and Argumenta belong to a pre-Vulgate tradition of manuscripts. The Gospel of Mark is
missing the Evangelist portrait but retains its Evangelist symbols page folio v. Text and script[ edit ] The Book
of Kells contains the text of the four Gospels based on the Vulgate. Five additional letters were later
introduced mainly in the manuscript tradition , the so-called forfeda. The date at which these manuscripts were
penned is no criterion of the date at which their contents were first written, for many of them contain literature
which, from the ancient forms of words and other indications, must have been committed to writing at least as
early as the 7th century. You can view pages of the Celtic Psalter on the University of Edinburgh website here.
The images lost none of their vigour through being transformed in this way. Estimated age: 1, years old. Its
main embellishment consists of both a wire-and-ribbon style of decoration with small animal heads as
terminals. According to this theory, the alphabet was transmitted in oral form or on wood only, until it was
finally put into a written form on stone inscriptions in early Christian Ireland. But one exceptional example
has come down to us: the Book of Armagh. Typically, such lavish ornamentation was confined to books
containing the Gospels, which would then be used on the altar for ceremonial occasions, or carried in
procession on important Feast days during the religious calendar. The iconography of the miniature may
derive from an Eastern or Coptic icon. Many Anglo-Saxon manuscripts written in the south, and later the
north, of England show strong Insular influences until the 10th century or beyond, but the pre-dominant
stylistic impulse comes from the continent of Europe; carpet-pages are not found, but many large figurative
miniatures are. Another reason for this backlash was that the reforms forced the current Irish speakers to
relearn how to read Irish in order to adapt to the new system. It is preserved in heavily annotated versions in
manuscripts from the 12th century on. Its beautifully tooled goatskin cover is the oldest Western bookbinding
to survive, and a virtually unique example of insular leatherwork, in an excellent state of preservation. The
four evangelist symbols occupy the spaces under and above the arches. The unknown chief scribe was clearly
a master of Byzantine art but a relative novice at Celtic artwork, although one of his assistants was more
skilled at traditional Celtic design. The book was again rediscovered in AD, with an inscription added to the
inside cover see image below. Columba Now kept at the Royal Irish Academy , the Cathach of Columba
Colmcille was completed around , and is the earliest surving manuscript of the Celtic Insular style of art. Its
rich abstract decoration simple interlace, key patterns, spirals and entwined animals mainly features the
colours pink, mauve, yellow and blue. The verso of the folio containing the Arrest of Christ has a full page of
decorated text which begins " Tunc dicit illis ". Except for an interpolated page, it is written in two columns in
a regular, fairly legible Irish uncial with the beginnings of some sentences in Irish majuscules. The page
consists of only two words: Liber generationis "The book of the generation". Royal Irish Academy, Dublin
Also supposedly created by Perigrinus the author of the Stowe Missal, in the late 8th century, it contains
eleven pages featuring excerpts from the Gospel of St John. Purpose[ edit ] The book had a sacramental rather
than educational purpose. This starts with an account of Christ's birth Matt. Iona and England eg. The Gospel
Book of Cadmug Bonifatianus 3. One of the earliest poems is a eulogy on St. Image of two facing pages of the
illuminated manuscript of "Isagoge", fols. The remaining illustrations in the early Gospel Books offered much
greater scope for the use of traditional La Tene Celtic art designs. That the fili could, however, adapt their
technique was shown by an 11th-century poem on the sea, where preface, choice of theme, and metaphorical
expressions all suggest Scandinavian influence. In the following decades, support for the language was
progressively reduced. An effect of broken colour is aimed at, even in figure representations: the clothes form
either a harlequin pattern of patches or stripes of different colours This is the vertical writing of Ogham; in the
horizontal form, the right side would face downward. At the same time, other monks would be working on the
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design work of the book's cover, adding motifs or complex decorative patterns.


