
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ANALYSIS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON ON

SLAVERY

An Analysis of His Racist Thinking Thomas Jefferson's most enduring legacy is the American Creed, Peden, in his
introduction to the edition, states.

The inscription suggests Jefferson's humility as well as his belief that his greatest gifts to posterity came in the
realm of ideas rather than the realm of politics: "Here was buried Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration
of American Independence of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, and father of the University Of
Virginia. In particular, he rekindled a lively correspondence on politics, philosophy and literature with John
Adams that stands out among the most extraordinary exchanges of letters in history. Thomas Jefferson's
Slaves Jefferson's writings also shed light on his contradictory, controversial and much-debated views on race
and slavery. At the same time, Hegel bequeathed to the modern world an original idea of freedom. According
to Jefferson, blacks, although a degraded people, had the potential, if freed, to destroy the beautiful harmony
of his world. Moreover, Jefferson urged caution and scientific investigation before anyone reached final
conclusions on racial potentialities. Slavery at Monticello. The enslavement of Africans violated the English
tradition of jurisprudence, for the common law did not recognize the legitimacy of slavery in England. X, , and
Miller, The Wolf by the Ears, ,  An animal whose body is at rest, and who does not reflect, must be disposed
to sleep of course. The document opened with a preamble stating the natural rights of all human beings and
then continued on to enumerate specific grievances against King George III that absolved the American
colonies of any allegiance to the British Crown. The first difference which strikes us is that of colour. In , he
met and fell in love with Maria Cosway , an accomplishedâ€”and marriedâ€”Italian-English musician of  He is
often happy in the turn of his compliments, and his style is easy and familiar, except when he affects a
Shandean fabrication of words. Like other slaveholders, he hunted down and punished runaways. He was a
member of the committee setting foreign exchange rates and recommended an American currency based on
the decimal system which was adopted. They forgot God and indulged their appetites, becoming absorbed in
the pursuit of luxury and power, of which slavery was only the most depraved expression. He drafted bills in
three years, including laws to streamline the judicial system. See also Miller, The Wolf by the Ears, ,  Like the
country that he had helped to found and govern, Jefferson was locked into support of the slave system if for
none other than pragmatic reasons. Notes 1. Second Term as President Although Jefferson easily won
re-election in , his second term in office proved much more difficult and less productive than his first. For, in
the end, Jefferson could deny neither the reality nor the importance of slavery to the success and prosperity of
the New World. They are at least as brave, and more adventuresome. The former slaves, Jefferson asserted,
accustomed to compulsory labor, would refuse to work when freedom removed the compulsion. Jefferson
continued his pro-French stance; during the violence of the Reign of Terror , he declined to disavow the
revolution: "To back away from France would be to undermine the cause of republicanism in America. A
black after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the slightest amusements to sit up till midnight, or
later, though knowing he must be out with the first dawn of the morning.


