
ACTIVE OR PASSIVE VOICE IN ESSAYS

Generally, try to use the active voice whenever possible. Passive voice sentences often use more words, can be vague,
and can lead to a tangle of prepositional.

Again, as in Example 1, the authors of this article are emphasizing aspects of their methodology, one of which
is their software choice. Example: The essay was written by John. We ignored it, of course, for style reasons.
The subject is something, or it does the action of the verb in the sentence. To keep the subject and focus
consistent throughout a passage The data processing department recently presented what proved to be a
controversial proposal to expand its staff. Expand all. Active option 1: We used Atlas. Scientists, duh.
However, in the art of writing, polarized views often become irrelevant and a balance must be achieved by
using the two voices contextually. Passive: The man was bitten by the dog. Is anyone taking responsibility?
Active: People rumor Elvis to be alive. Most writing guides such as APA [6th edition, section 3. The current
norm in science journals. The text in the active voice focuses on the 'doers', that is society, rather than on
women, the people acted on by the actions of others. Use the active voice Use the active voice Generally, try
to use the active voice whenever possible. Text from: Jagtenberg, T. But you can still go back through your
essay hunting specifically for passive sentences. John Geare provides a specific example for clarity. To be
tactful by not naming the actor The procedures were somehow misinterpreted. Your writing, at its best. They
can make the reader work unnecessarily hard. The passive voice places the emphasis on your experiment
rather than on you. Active: Four members of the nursing staff observed the handwashing practices of staff
during rostered shifts. Examples In the following sentences, the passive construction is preferable because you
want readers to focus on the result of an action rather than the person doing the action. It makes sense that a
statement declaring independence would focus on the people who get that independence, after all. She is
courted. This is an important piece of information, arguably more important than the entity that did the
approving. In other words, drop the subject, get off the hook. The following guidelines and examples should
help you in choosing between active and passive voice. Passive Voice Active Voice â€” If a sentence is
written using the active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by the verb.


