
HUCK FINNS CONSCIOUSNESS

The Battle Between Heart and Conscience in Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn Society can have a huge impact on an
individual's moral growth. In Mark Twain's novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the main character, Huck,
struggles with what society teaches him and with what he.

But then Jim notices the leaves and branches on the raft. In these situations, the conflict was caused by the
issue of slavery as Huck was often forced to choose between his heart and conscience when it came to matters
concerning the black slave Jim. I took it up, and held it in my hand. He is still learning. Click below to view
our latest and most popular posts! The conscience dictates that it was a sin to keep a slave away from its
owner. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has two principal lies, imaginative lying and deceitful lying.
Huck fully considers his life with Jim thus far. As a poor, uneducated boy, Huck distrusts the morals and
intentions of the society that treats him as an outcast and fails to protect him from abuse. When the two boys
reunite, Huck has already developed a shaky security, but he is happy to learn Tom wants to free a slave. This
novel presents moral and ethical problems that southern culture placed on individuals during the time period it
was written. He believes that helping Jim run away is a sin. Among the many topics to debate within the
novel, the question of whether this story is ruled by hope or cynicism determines the way the novel is read and
interpreted. Related Posts. The setting of the novel takes place prior to the Civil War along the Mississippi
River. The point is that Huck is changing, and perhaps America was too. A moral society will create just laws,
and immoral habits will often lead to unjust ones. Their trip down the river has led Huck to see Jim as a person
and as an equal, despite what society and the laws of the time have taught him. Filled with remorse, Huck
humbles himself to a slave because he just now realized, as he will continue to do, that Jim is human. Who
actually changes? In the end, the heart is victorious over the conscience as Huck chose the former to dictate
his actions. Huck calls him good. Huck and Jim hope they have reached Cairo, Illinois, where Jim can be free
and hopefully buy his family back. Jalic, Inc. Yes, Huckleberry Finn is a coming-of-age tale and a social
criticism and satire, but it also asks crucial questions: Who actually changes? Work Cited Twain, Mark. And I
let them stay saidâ€¦. The revolutionary ideas of The Age of Enlightenment such as democracy and universal
male suffrage were finally becoming a reality to the philosophers and scholars that so elegantly dreamt of
them. But once Jim and Huck are reunited, they must join together to truly survive the antics of the duke and
king. Morality is prior to laws. In the end, Huck tore up the letter and even considered liberating Jim from
slavery in the future. These views take one through a battle of a societally deformed conscience versus a sound
heart and if one emerges with a sound heart they have achieved a level of maturity. One chapter particularly
struck me, though, and has continued to come to mind in the years since I first read the book. We know by the
end that he has manipulated Huck since he knew all along that Jim had been freed. However, he changed his
mind at the last minute. Lying and deceit are central themes Twain uses to develop the blueprint of a child.
Soon after, Huck and Jim are separated in a dense night fog. The conflict between the heart and conscience
continues in Chapter XVI as Huck encounters a boat with two men in search of escaped slaves. Huckleberry
Finn is no hero, though he is clearly a child on the cusp of adulthood. Did Twain intend a lesson in unity?
Hence, the heart succeeds over the conscience for the first time. I think the key is that Huck decides for
himself what to believe, what to do, and most importantly, what to value. Huck's relationships with individual
characters are unique in their own way; however, his relationship with Jim is one that is ever changing and
sincere. The first instance is found in Chapter XVI, when Huck was disturbed by his conscience about
assisting Jim in his escape. A pertinent theory, yet more importantly, I think Twain is reiterating that Huck is
imperfect.


