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At the UN and other international fora, Malaysia will continue to actively participate in the deliberations and
efforts toward finding solutions to various global issues. The presence of British and other Commonwealth
troops were crucial to Malaysia's security during the Malayan Emergency â€” and the Indonesian
Confrontation â€” , which was sparked by Malaya's merger with the British colonies of Singapore, Sarawak
and North Borneo to form Malaysia in  This policy shift was continued and strengthened by Prime Minister
Mahathir bin Mohamad , who pursued a regionalist and pro-South policy with at times strident anti-Western
rhetoric. A former British colony, it is also a member of the Commonwealth. Consistent with this policy
Malaysia established diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China in  Google Scholar Means,
Gordon P. While the foreign policy approaches may have differed over the years due to changing domestic
and external factors, the basic principles of the policy have continued since independence. Despite Mahathir's
frequently anti-Western rhetoric he worked closely with Western countries, and led a crackdown against
Islamic fundamentalists after the 11 September attacks. Malaysia has never recognised Israel and has no
diplomatic ties with it, [4] with the country ever condemning the Israelis action during their raid over a Gaza
humanitarian mission and request the International Criminal Court to take any action against them. In: Wurfel
D. Mahathir bin Mohamad, Malaysia continues to promote a forward-looking and pragmatic foreign policy
that facilitates trade, attracts foreign investment as well as projects Malaysia as a stable and peaceful country.
In terms of technical cooperation with other developing countries, Malaysia has worked with other countries
through the sharing of its experience and knowledge through various foreign policy mechanisms. Montgomery
and A. New York. International Political Economy Series. These include the Malaysian Technical
Cooperation Programme MTCP and through linkages such as the Langkawi International Dialogue, bilateral
humanitarian assistance as well as through its public diplomacy programmes. He was involved with a spat
with Australian prime minister Paul Keating , who called him a "recalcitrant" after he refused to attend the
APEC summit in Seattle. Google Scholar Tilman, Robert O. Part of the International Political Economy Series
book series IPES Abstract No country, certainly no Third World country, can stand apart from the changing
currents of the international economic and political systems, and Malaysia â€” with a relatively small
population of about 17 million and a predominantly export-oriented economy â€” is clearly no exception.
Under his successor, Abdullah Badawi , relations with Western countries, particularly Australia, have
improved.


