
INDOLENCE OF THE FILIPINOS

Sobre la indolencia de los filipinos is a socio-political essay published in La solidaridad in Madrid in It was written by
JosÃ© Rizal as a response to the accusation of Indio or Malay indolence. He admits the existence of indolence among
the Filipinos, but it could be.

Their goods and services were taken by force, such that they simply refused to work more only to have their
products taken for free, paid cheaply, or so heavily taxed that these ended up not worth the trouble. The first
factor is the limited training and education Filipino natives receive. I found his arguments that explain the
perceived indolence of Filipino. Chapter 4[ edit ] Filipinos, according to Rizal, are not responsible for their
misfortunes, as they are not their own masters. Apr 28, Bill Wehrmacher rated it liked it Jose Rizal was a
philosopher hero of the Philippines who was executed by the Spanish army for his trouble. These are some of
the main reasons that Rizal cites as causing the deterioration of values among the Filipinos. Because of the
wars between Spain and other countries in Europe as well as the Muslims in Mindanao, the Filipinos were
compelled to work in shipyards, roads, and other public works, abandoning agriculture, industry, and
commerce. In such a condition, the Philippines remained a country that was lifeless, dead, simply existing and
not living. Finally, he pointed out the failure of education, which was more focused on religion than on the
secular and useful, with the exception of the Jesuits and the Dominican Benavides. Man cannot work without
resting, and if in doing so he is considered lazy, they we could say that all men are indolent. And nevertheless
they live and eat better, work for themselves and to enrich themselves, with the hope of a future, free,
respected, while the poor colonial, the indolent colonial, is poorly nourished and lives without hope, toils for
others, and is forced and compelled to work! We the inhabitants of tropical countries, live well in northern
Europe whenever we take the same precautions as the people there do. Rizal pleaded for a dispassionate
treatment of the subject. As noted earlier, Rizal's definition of indolence is "little love for work, lack of
activity". This situation is compounded by the Church's wrong doctrine which holds that the rich will not go to
heaven, thus engendering a wrong attitude toward work. An hour's work under the Philippine sun, he says, is
equivalent to a day's work in temperate regions. I stayed at a hotel right next door to the oldest cathedral in the
Philippines. Because Filipinos think they are inferior, they submit to the foreign culture and do everything to
imitate it. All this disproves the notion that Filipinos are by nature indolent. It is not only the Philippines , but
also other countries, that may be called indolent, depending on the criteria upon which such a label is based.
Man can live under any climate if he will only adapt himself to its requirements and conditions. My aunt has
always talked about wanted to spread literacy somehow in the Philippines.


