
SHOULD KIDS BE BRIBED

Teachers complain that we are rewarding kids for doing what they should be doing of their own volition. Psychologists
war that money can.

They usually have to support themselves with jobs due to the absence of parental figure in their life and more
times than one, a job takes precedence over their schooling. It also seems to me that there are very, very few
exemplars of non-incentive based learning that exist, because I think that grades are a huge incentive. Highly
recommended Time magazine article link here. And in Dallas, the experiment produced the most dramatic
gains of all. When students do not grow up in a school setting that is relevant, encourages them to learn,
allows them to pursue subjects they are passionate about, and challenges them to grow, they need an incentive
other than the love of learning to perform well in school. In Dallas, however, things really did change, due to a
crucial difference in the way the trial was run. I just thought it deserved to be tested. Paying students to
perform well on tests will teach them that education is only a means to an end rather than a valuable end in
itself assuming that we all do indeed believe that there is some intrinsic value of education. I think students are
sponges that soak up everything they do, and when exposed to a broad variety of experiences, they will find
something that turns their minds on and attracts them. Fryer got kicked out of the schools again, he says. Then
one day Ethan's mother made him a bold offer. There, researchers divided 51 toddlers into groups. By Claudia
Hammond Photo: H. Let's be realistic. The research showed that the kids who were helped the most were often
the ones who had been hardest to reach. In the fall of , the New York City experiment began. The early
feedback was promising. One clue came out of the interviews Fryer's team conducted with students in New
York City. It not only worked as an incentive but taught kids the value of how quickly money can go and to
learn the value of delayed gratification. The other primary concern about incentive-based learning concerns it
actual effectiveness, which the article does a good job discussing. Which is not as easy as it sounds.


