
5 TYPES OF EPITHELIAL TISSUE

Epithelia tissue forms boundaries between different environments, and nearly all substances must pass through the
epithelium. In its role as an interface tissue.

In the intestines, this tissue absorbs nutrients during digestion. The endothelium is the epithelial tissue that
lines vessels of the lymphatic and cardiovascular system, and it is made up of a single layer of squamous cells.
For example, the skin is composed of a layer of epithelial tissue epidermis that is supported by a layer of
connective tissue. It is sometimes called the urothelium since it is almost exclusively found in the bladder,
ureters, and urethra. Stratified Epithelium A stratified epithelium consists of several stacked layers of cells.
Epithelial tissue is called as the epithelium. Other areas include the airways, the digestive tract, as well as the
urinary and reproductive systems, all of which are lined by an epithelium. The junctions are characterized by
the presence of the contractile protein actin located on the cytoplasmic surface of the cell membrane. The
arrangement gives the appearance of stratification; but in fact all the cells are in contact with the basal lamina,
although some do not reach the apical surface. Classification scheme of epithelial tissue on the basis of
arrangement of cells i. Their main function includes absorption, secretion, and excretion. This tissue gives
protection against mechanical injury and also blocks the entry of germs. Epithelial tissue also helps to protect
against microorganisms. Cilia are hair-like protrusions that help propel substances, such as dust particles or
female gametes , in the proper direction. Epithelial tissue functions to absorb, secrete, and excrete substances.
The free surface may have microvilli. There are two functional types of epithelium: lining epithelium and
glandular epithelium. It is therefore found where body linings have to withstand mechanical or chemical
insults. Updated January 03, The word tissue is derived from a Latin word meaning to weave. It appears
thicker and more multi-layered when the bladder is empty, and more stretched out and less stratified when the
bladder is full and distended. Simple epithelium: Cells are found in a single layer attached to the basement
membrane. What is Epithelial Tissue? Hemidesmosomes, which look like half a desmosome, link cells to the
extracellular matrix, for example, the basal lamina. Learn more about Meristematic Tissue here. Cells that
make up tissues are sometimes 'woven' together with extracellular fibers. Since stratified epithelium consists
of two or more layers, the basal cells divide and push towards the apex, and in the process flatten the apical
cells. They are large cells that present in the tear glands, sweat glands etc. Parakeratinized epithelium is
sometimes found in the oral mucosa and in the upper regions of the esophagus.


