
A STUDY ON ASIAN POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES AND HOW TO

STAY HEALTHY WITH THE GIVEN BUDGET

Health and Health Policy . The conversation around Asian American representation in the US that few Asian Americans
live in poverty or need social services. might be undercounted in the Census and in administrative data. Americans,
according to the American Community Survey ( ACS).

With support from a number of experts and international research centres, the social policy and economical
analysis unit in UNICEF's division of policy and planning created a comprehensive Global Study Guide to
help carry out the study in each participating country. Unlike the U. Both policies are available in developed
nations throughout the world â€” except the U. Table 5 presents poverty estimates for the overall population of
sample members and for a number of subpopulations. More bad news To deal with this last problem, many
scholars prefer a relative measure of poverty. The results and process of the study have generated evidence,
insights and networks that have been used as leverage to influence national development plans, and inspired
and fed into poverty reduction strategies or sector-wide approaches, common country assessments and other
development instruments. Problems with measuring poverty These data all come from American households,
using methodology developed in the early s by Mollie Orshansky of the Social Security Administration. Who
is poor? Household budget studies from the s showed that families spent one-third of their income on food.
Because the thresholds are set at the family level, each member of a family with the exception of secondary,
unrelated individuals receives an identical threshold. For those 65 and over, the poverty rate fell from the s
until the s, mainly due to more generous Social Security benefits. The good news is that the U. Values lower
than 1 are taken to indicate that housing costs are less than the national average. From an international
perspective, the U. The authors experimented with a variety of ways to impute child support and alimony paid
but do not feel comfortable that any method accurately reflects the profile of payers or the levels of child
support and alimony paid. Because they have smaller monthly housing payments or no payment, subsidized
dwellers and homeowners without mortgages face substantially lower housing expenses than renters and
homeowners with a mortgage although they do have other shelter costs, for which this study does account.
After , it fluctuated around 10 percent, rising during recessions and falling during economic expansions.
Census Bureau, the Luxembourg Income Study subtracts taxes from income when measuring poverty. Being
poor means having insufficient income during the year to purchase bare necessities. Paid leave provides
income to parents around the birth or adoption of a new child. The country analyses are conducted by teams of
national experts in collaboration with UNICEF country focal points, and include participatory mechanisms to
engage with multiple stakeholders at the country level. This index was developed by the Census Bureau using
U. It begins with pretax cash income, adding tax credits and near-cash benefits received. Despite some
progress towards the Millennium Development Goals, millions of women and children are still left behind â€”
even in countries that have demonstrated improvement overall. Therefore, the distribution of MOOP is highly
skewed, and the highest expenditures are observed among the elderly. Child poverty, however, has been
relatively high in the U. To adjust thresholds for housing status, this study uses a method recently developed
by Betson  It appears that the equivalence scales assume too large a difference between the expenses of a
one-adult household and those of a two-adult household. Because the numbers of families receiving child
support 6. Yet, in most areas in the U. This adjustment ranges between 0. UNICEF has taken on an enhanced
organizational commitment to leveraging evidence, analysis, policy and partnerships to promote gender
equality and deliver results for all children. Regional Price Variation To account for geographic differences in
cost of living, particularly in housing costs, this study applies a regional housing index to the housing portion
of the threshold. In the early s, the poor paid minimal taxes. The two-adult, two-child family on the threshold
is used as a reference to validate the utility of the equivalence scale. Those greater than 1 are taken to indicate
that such costs are higher than the national average. The implication of this is that the threshold for the elderly,
if it is not corrected, will account for housing costs that the majority of the elderly do not experience and, thus,
will overstate elderly poverty. The result is a poverty rate that is typically two to four percentage points above
the official U. This proportion is relatively consistent across different family types, with two exceptions;
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one-adult, two-child families spend 71 percent of their total expenditures on the basic bundle suggesting that
they have relatively little income available for other goods , and elderly couples spend only 59 percent of their
total expenditures on the basic bundle suggesting that they have more income available for other goods than
does the reference family. Forty-five percent of the threshold approximates the proportion of the basic bundle
that is spent on housing. It also adds government benefits, and makes data as comparable as possible across
nations.


