
APPALACHIAN FRACKING

Natural gas has been foisted on the American public as a â€œcleanâ€• source of energy, but in fact, it's a dirty fossil
fuel, with harmful impacts from drilling, pipeline .

Sandy access roads snaked through clover fields. In short, it is fracking the underground shale layers by using
water delivered at high pressure. In December, U. Technology and industry is moving quicker than the
regulators. Build awareness! Rural citizens lived alongside industry for generations, taking jobs and small
payouts for mineral leases. The frenzy to frack more gas and build more gas pipelines and power plants
threatens to lock our region into decades more of fossil fuel pollution and climate disruption. The Coast Guard
is currently investigating but unsure when they will make a decision. We blogged about this possible emerging
threat when we found out, and a number of news stories came out as well here and here and here. A few
hydraulic fracture stimulations were still used in the Big Lime reservoirs above the shale. Small roughly ,
gallons or so amounts of water with a few hundred gallons of HCl muriatic acid are mixed with nitrogen to
create a foam. But that same report shows that all five Central Appalachian states ranked in the bottom third
for home-energy efficiency: Tennessee is ranked 45th, West Virginia is 42nd, Kentucky is 38th, North
Carolina is 37th, and Virginia ranks 36th. A Dangerous Detour from Climate Solutions While burning gas for
electricity has lower smokestack emissions of carbon dioxide than burning coal, the total climate impacts are
significant. Yet despite these small leases, which might provide free gas and a royalty of a few hundred dollars
a year, most of the mineral profits went elsewhere. FracTracker is an organization attempting to fill the void of
knowledge on fracking executed by oil and gas companies. What can you do? Many of those wells are located
in the Big Sandy gas field. Communities within the region, however, already are seeing the petrochemical
infrastructure beginning to take shape. Background A detailed look at fracked natural gas and its detrimental
impacts on Appalachia. Chemical and Engineering News reported studies that analyzed spills of fracking
wastewater â€” wastewater intended for wells like those in my town â€” and uncovered chemicals including
radium and lead, which can linger in soil for decades. In West Virginia, more than 16, acres of land have been
damaged by more than 3, wells since  As they died and sank to the seafloor, their remains petrified, turning
into fossil fuel. This allows for the company to drill out horizontally feet in a wagon wheel pattern to mine the
gas from a large underground area with minimal surface disturbance. Pinterest Anti-fracking protestors carry
signs near downtown Youngstown, Ohio. But fracking is not a renewable source of energy and there are many
questions about its impact on property and the environment. Appalachian Voices, along with dozens of other
local and regional groups, local governments and elected officials are calling on the agency to conduct a
combined, comprehensive review of all the projects to ascertain the full scope of impacts. What is fracking?
And property values in many communities near fracking sites are taking a hit. Often, they acquired a
sophisticated understanding of property and mineral rights, becoming well versed in the history and value of
what lay beneath their feet. As of , the solar industry employed , people , more than twice as many as the coal
industry. The Clean Energy Future is Now Across America, businesses, local governments and others are
making impressive progress in shifting to clean energy sources like energy efficiency, solar and wind.
Appalachian Voices We are working in solidarity with the many county-based and community organizations
that have formed along the pipeline routes to defend their farms and homes in North Carolina, Virginia and
West Virginia. Image courtesy of Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council.


