
NARRATIVE ESSAY LESSON PLANS MIDDLE SCHOOL

A Step-by-Step Plan for Teaching Narrative Writing I used this process with middle school students, but it would work
with most age groups. . This would be a good time for a lesson on pacing, where students look at how . This is a
wonderful guide that I will use when teaching the narrative essay.

Students should resolve their endings and wrap up any loose ends. In upper elementary school and beyond,
students should know how to write a narrative. Add minor characters. They will be reading this model as
writers, looking at how the author shaped the text for a purpose, so that they can use those same strategies in
their own writing. Done correctly; dialogue can really bump their stories up to the next level. I used this
process with middle school students, but it would work with most age groups. Plan As with any other writing
assignment, students should have a plan for how to write their narrative essay. The line between fact and
fiction has always been really, really blurry, but the common thread running through all of it is good
storytelling. Use a diagram to show students a typical story arc like the one below. Since they are moving an
event through time, they need to figure out what happens when and they should complete a pre-write to do this
successfully. Resolution Stories need endings. Choose One Event If a student chooses to write about their
family vacation to Disney World, tell them to pick their one favorite moment during the trip. You would only
do this if students continually use only one or two sentences in their big moments and you would stop this
requirement as soon as students became successful with the concept. This will help them make sure that they
actually have a story to tell, with an identifiable problem, a sequence of events that build to a climax, and
some kind of resolution, where something is different by the end. Ideally, your students will have already read
lots of different stories to look to as models. WeAreTeachers is here with everything you need to know.
Cliffhangers Narrative writers often engage readers with cliffhangers or suspenseful situations that leave the
reader wondering: What happens next? Officially described as: writing that is characterized by a main
character in a setting who engages with a problem or event in a significant way. My students are freakishly
good at peer editing. Beyond the standard hand-in-for-a-grade, consider other ways to have students publish
their stories. A Narrative Writing Unit Plan Before I get into these steps, I should note that there is no one
right way to teach narrative writing, and plenty of accomplished teachers are doing it differently and getting
great results. Once students are good at writing main characters, add minor characters. Their dialogue is bland.
One way to teach students about cliffhangers is to read books that have great ones and talk about what the
author did to create the suspense. Creating characters by describing the character and planning how they will
act in the story is an important prewriting step. The most helpful parts for them to observe were the early
drafting stage, where I just scratched out whatever came to me in messy, run-on sentences, and the revision
stage, where I crossed things out, rearranged, and made tons of notes on my writing. The same writing
techniques used in fiction are used in personal narrative, the main difference is that students can only pull from
what actually happened. How do they change the plot? Join my mailing list and get weekly tips, tools, and
inspiration that will make your teaching more effective and fun. There is no need to leave their readers
wondering what happens next. Many times students will want to describe an entire day, starting with what
they ate for breakfast and ending with dinner that evening. A time they lost something. There are many more.
Just last weekend my husband and I watched the movie Lion and were glued to the screen the whole time,
knowing it was based on a true story. Step 7: Plan the Pacing Now that the story has been born in raw form,
students can begin to shape it. So this is what worked for me. When teaching them how to write a narrative
essay, make sure they know their story should have a clear beginning, middle, and end. Students could create a
slideshow to accompany their stories and record them as digital storytelling videos. Keep this in mind as you
are teaching them how to write a narrative essay and you will be wonderfully surprised at the entertaining
stories your students create. Teach them about narrative through read alouds, both fiction and nonfiction. What
about personal narrative? A student might tell a true story that happened to someone else, but write it in first
person, as if they were that person. Creating a diagram like the one below forces a writer to decide how much
space to devote to all of the events in the story. The purpose of a narrative essay is to move an event through
time.


