
THE SUCCESS OF THE FIRST CRUSADE

The first crusade was a military expedition by European Christians to It was viewed as an unprecedented success by
historians of the day.

The crusaders represented northern and southern France, Flanders, Germany, and southern Italy, and so were
divided into four separate armies that were not always cooperative, though they were held together by their
common ultimate goal. Godfrey of Bouillon was rumoured to have extorted money from the Jews of Cologne
and Mainz, and many of the Crusaders wondered why they should travel thousands of miles to fight
non-believers when there were already non-believers closer to home. His travels there culminated in the ten
day Council of Clermont , where on Tuesday 27 November he gave an impassioned sermon to a large
audience of French nobles and clergy. At small forts, the overwhelming numbers of the army were enough to
defeat the enemy. The most significant victories they won and that only depended on the princes was the
defeat of Ridwan of Aleppo and of Kerbogha of Mosul. This led Kilij Arslan to the wrong conclusion, that the
army that followed could be defeated just as easily1. Some members of these armies fought with unintended
factions. While the relative weight or importance of the various factors may be the subject of ongoing
disputes, it is clear that the First Crusade came about from a combination of factors in both Europe and the
Near East. An important factor to the bad relations between the Syrians and the Egyptians was religion. The
real Crusaders were more cautious. Peter arrived at Constantinople in August, where his army joined with the
one led by Walter, which had already arrived, as well as separate bands of crusaders from France, Germany,
and Italy. Therefore, after her death he had no intention to return and rushed to establish himself in Cilicia,
abandoning the crusade. Meanwhile, the army led by Peter, which marched separately from Walter's army,
also fought with the Hungarians, and may have captured Belgrade. The crusade was led by some of the most
powerful nobles of France, who left everything behind, and it was often the case that entire families went on
crusade at their own great expense. Islam The Prophet Mohammed , a member of the Arab Quraysh tribe,
started a long and history making journey in the area known today as Saudi Arabia. Others pillaged villages
for food and valuable items. In the end, the First Crusade of succeeded and recovered the holy City of
Jerusalem for Christendom on 15 July  They further pillaged other communities upon their arrival in Asia
Minor. Remember that Christians have regarded the Holy Land of Jerusalem as their spiritual home. The only
contemporary records are a few letters written by Urban in  The only similarity among these Seljuk groups
was their refusal to make strategic alliance with the Fatimid Muslims.


