
HISTORY ENLIGHTENMENT

Dec 16, Enlightenment thinkers in Britain, in France and throughout Europe questioned traditional authority and
embraced the notion that humanity.

After Newton's death in , poems were composed in his honour for decades. There were two distinct lines of
Enlightenment thought: the radical enlightenment, inspired by the philosophy of Spinoza, advocating
democracy, individual liberty, freedom of expression, and eradication of religious authority. Gradually,
thinkers embraced the Copernican-Newtonian paradigm. This horribly destructive war, which lasted from to ,
compelled German writers to pen harsh criticisms regarding the ideas of nationalism and warfare. The
delegates who declared independence from Britain used many of these arguments. The God of the deists,
arrived at through a priori or empirical argument and referred to as the Prime Mover or Original Architect, is
often perceived as distant and unconcerned with the daily struggles of human existence, and thus as not
answering the human needs from which religion springs in the first place. The civil freedom that Locke
defines, as something protected by the force of political laws, comes increasingly to be interpreted as the
freedom to trade, to exchange without the interference of governmental regulation. Here too the question of
the limits of reason is one of the main philosophical legacies of the period. He points out that the argument is
only as strong as the similarity between nature or parts of nature and man-made machines, and further, that a
close scrutiny reveals that analogy to be weak. In the same way, Kant also argued that it was wrong to regard
thought as mere analysis. Education for children became more widespread, and more universities were
founded. Rarely has a work with such intimidating scholarly pretentions exerted such radical and liberating
influence in the culture. John Locke conceived of the human mind as being at birth a tabula rasa , a blank slate
on which experience wrote freely and boldly, creating the individual character according to the individual
experience of the world. Though not a deist himself, Isaac Newton provides fuel for deism with his argument
in his Opticks that we must infer from the order and beauty in the world to the existence of an intelligent
supreme being as the cause of this order and beauty. Voltaire, who had been imprisoned and maltreated by the
French government, was eager to accept Frederick's invitation to live at his palace. Second, even if the
objective realm were ordered as the rationalist claims, it remains unclear how this order gives rise on its own,
as it were to obligations binding on our wills. The political philosopher Montesquieu introduced the idea of a
separation of powers in a government, a concept which was enthusiastically adopted by the authors of the
United States Constitution. Such powerful ideas found expression as reform in England and as revolution in
France and America. For Locke, this created a natural right in the liberty of conscience, which he said must
therefore remain protected from any government authority. The emergence of new sciences is aided by the
development of new scientific tools, such as models for probabilistic reasoning, a kind of reasoning that gains
new respect and application in the period. Newton developed the laws of motion and universal gravitation,
which led to improvements in understanding the Copernican heliocentric universe, according to the Isaac
Newton Institute for Mathematical Sciences. But there are some philosophers in the Enlightenment who are
radical in the revisions they propose regarding the content of ethical judgments themselves. The product of a
search for a naturalâ€”rationalâ€”religion was Deism , which, although never an organized cult or movement,
conflicted with Christianity for two centuries, especially in England and France. Although they did eventually
inspire the struggle for rights of people of color, women, or the working masses, most Enlightenment thinkers
did not advocate equality for all, regardless of race, gender, or class, but rather insisted that rights and
freedoms were not hereditary. The universe proceeds according to natural, scientifically based laws. The
question of the relation between natural and legal rights, therefore, is often an aspect of social contract theory.
The skeptical cast of mind is one prominent manifestation of the Enlightenment spirit. But authors such as
Spinoza in his Tractatus Theologico-Politicus present ways of interpreting scripture according to its spirit,
rather than its letter, in order to preserve its authority and truth, thus contributing to the Enlightenment
controversy of whether some rationally purified version of the religion handed down in the culture belongs to
the true philosophical representation of the world or not; and, if so, what its content is. Read more about
Romanticism, the countermovement that followed the Enlightenment. Given the negative, critical, suspicious
attitude of the Enlightenment towards doctrines traditionally regarded as well founded, it is not surprising that



HISTORY ENLIGHTENMENT

Enlightenment thinkers employ skeptical tropes drawn from the ancient skeptical tradition to attack traditional
dogmas in science, metaphysics and religion. This new way championed the accomplishments of humankind.
Even Cotton Mather, the Massachusetts minister who wrote and spoke so convincingly about the existence of
witches advocated science to immunize citizens against smallpox. The French Philosophes philosophers took
the Enlightenment to new heights. Official scientific societies were chartered by the state in order to provide
technical expertise. The Baron de Montesquieu tackled politics by elaborating upon Locke's work, solidifying
concepts such as the separation of power by means of divisions in government. The writings of Benjamin
Franklin made many Enlightenment ideas accessible to the general public. Both Rousseau and Locke's social
contract theories rest on the presupposition of natural rights , which are not a result of law or custom, but are
things that all men have in pre-political societies and are therefore universal and inalienable.


