
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION IS AFFECTED BY MANY FACTORS

Family is a huge factor in this. Most younger people and many adults when asked why they are a ______ say because
their parent(s) was.

This red-state blue-state divide can be more accurately explained by looking at urban and rural voting. People
are more inclined to accept a political message from someone they know, rather than the media, who they feel
may be attempting to manipulate them. Wealthier and more highly educated people tend to have more
opportunities to be socialized to political values. Black and white Americans are about equal in how much
time and effort they devote to activities other than voting. Students learn civics, history, geography, and how
the political system works. Political Leaders and Opinion Makers An opinion leader is an active media user
who interprets the meaning of media messages for those less informed about political events. In the
preconventional stage, young children, who lack a higher level of cognitive ability, experience the world
around them only through their senses. Schools are a crucial agent of political socialization, as they teach the
knowledge necessary for political participation. School and classroom rituals, led by teachers serving as role
models and leaders, regularly reinforce what society expects from children. Many activities, such as voting or
attending town meetings, take place outside of the home. However, certain major life and political events can
interrupt the normal progression of political socialization, causing a person to change his or her opinion and
accept other political values and ideologies. College students can form opinions based on their experiences
working for a cause. Students whose exposure to civics is exclusively through lectures and readings generally
memorize facts about government for tests but do not remember them or make connections to real-world
politics. To answer the first question, she set out to study differences between how boys and girls developed
morality. People who live in large cities tend to vote Democratic, while rural Americans are more likely to
vote Republican. Without socialization, people wouldn't be able to learn the language, symbols, values, and
norms of the society their live in. This is starting to change as women such as Madeleine Albright and now
Hillary Clinton attract media attention in their roles as secretary of state or as Nancy Pelosi did as Speaker of
the House of Representatives. Key Terms mass media: The mass media are media technologies like broadcast
media and print media that are designed to reach a large audience by mass communication. Conservatives
favor less government intervention like the Tea Party , and more individual freedom in economic activities
which can subsequently mean a belief in less collective equality. Early research methods employed case
studies of individuals and of individual societies e. Latinos tend to participate in other forms of political
activity with less frequency than either white or black citizens. Key Terms opinion leader: The agent who is an
active media user and who interprets the meaning of media messages or content for lower-end media users.
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