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RELIGION AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

Religion and the Founding of the American Republic Many of the British North American colonies that eventually formed
the United States of Some settlers who arrived in these areas came for secular motives--"to catch fish" as one " militant
Protestants" and who worked diligently to promote the prosperity of the church.

Nevertheless, each region strongly influenced the other, for despite physical separation, there was a constant
interplay of forces. In , Charles II of England rewarded eight men for their faithful support of his efforts to
regain the throne of England by granting them the land called Carolina; these men were called Lords
Proprietors and controlled the Carolinas from to  The virgin forest with its profusion and variety of trees was a
veritable treasure-house which extended over 1, miles from Maine in the north to Georgia in the south. The
economy encouraged the growth of small, dispersed, but inner-connected settlements. In New England for
many years there was even more complete self-government than in other colonies. In the south, the farms and
plantations were so widely separated that community schools like those in the more compact settlements were
impossible. To the south lay the Carolinas, created after the English Civil War had been concluded. In the late
colonial period, the southern and eastern portions of the province continued their tobacco economy, but as the
revolution approached, northern and central Maryland increasingly became centers of wheat production.
Actually these qualities had roots that reached back to the one hundred and two sick and sea-weary "Pilgrims"
who traveled to Cape Cod from Leyden and Plymouth. In , the native Tidewater population was over 13,
Society in the middle colonies, the second great division, was far more varied, cosmopolitan, and tolerant than
that in New England. William Penn publicized the opportunities awaiting newcomers to the Pennsylvania
colony in a manner more than suggestive of modern advertising techniques. Toleration Act: A measure by the
Parliament of England in that allowed relative freedom of religious worship. But the independence inevitable
in a frontier society, whatever its technical structure, was not favorable to feudal trappings. Elite planters
dominated the colony and would later play a major role in the fight for independence and the development of
democratic-republican ideals of the United States. The corporate colonies, therefore, were ventures in
capitalism - that is, they were based on an economic system in which the production and distribution of goods
are privately or corporately owned and developed. This event proved one of the most far reaching in its effects
of any occurring in the colonial period. To comprehend the full extent of the racist attitudes Euro-Americans
held toward non-white people. Unless the governor and other colonial officials agreed to act in accordance
with the will of the popular assembly, the assembly failed to appropriate money for this or that vital function.
The settlers from Europe also enter a landscape of diverse indigenous religions which, much like Christianity,
present their own cosmologies of the world and the hereafter. These laws reduced Africans to the status of
property to be bought and sold as other commodities. The cultivation of tobacco required fresh and fertile
land, since soil on which it had been grown for three or four years became so exhausted that it produced only
weak stalks. In the Deep South was Georgia, the last of the original thirteen colonies. But religious as well as
economic reasons led to the growth of Maryland, the neighboring colony. The Southern Colonies By contrast,
the Carolina colony, a territory that stretched south from Virginia to Florida and west to the Pacific Ocean,
was much less cosmopolitan. But the Puritans were not the only colonists driven by religious motives.
Colonial Maryland was larger than the present-day state of Maryland. Common pasture land and common
woodlots served to satisfy the needs of townspeople who acquired small farms nearby. In every colony but
Rhode Island, civil law required every settler to attend worship services on the Sabbath and every taxpayer to
contribute to the support of the clergy. After Pocahontas and her father died and the English continued to
appropriate more land for tobacco farming, relations with the Powhatans worsened. Rhode Island and
Connecticut, which now included the colony of New Haven, were able to re-establish on a permanent basis
their virtually independent position. Another rebellion against the proprietors broke out in , which led to the
appointment of a royal governor for South Carolina in  The Middle Colonies developed a highly diverse
society based upon many diverse languages, religions, and cultures. The geography of the Southern colonies
included rivers with deep water estuaries and natural ocean ports. The synagogue is completed and dedicated
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in  Spain - The first Spaniards to arrive in the "New World" - the conquistadores - were interested in getting
rich. To study the characteristics of the early colonists. First, you will remember that England was recovering
from over a decade-long war with Spain. After a lack of reform, Nathaniel Bacon began a rebellion in and
captured Jamestown, taking control of the colony for several months.


