
STRUCTURE OF AN ESSAY HANDOUT

handout for further information.) Thesis Statement. The thesis statement concisely states the main idea or argument of
the essay, sets limits on the topic, and can.

How does the piece of evidence support your thesis? Introduction Context Provide the information the reader
will need to understand the topic. Make connections for the reader in your conclusion. Topic Sentence Provide
the main idea of the paragraph. Each of the body paragraphs should take one of your reasons and explain it in
more detail, citing sources where necessary. Write down the specific textual evidence or evidence from other
sources that you are using to support your thesis. In the conclusion, tell them what you told them. Transition
Connect each paragraph with a sentence or two that demonstrates how each idea leads into the next, and how
they work together to support your position. Are there solutions yet to be discovered? One Practice Body
paragraph: Write a general topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph for your first body
paragraph, or for one you are having difficulty organizing. State your arguable position on the topic that you
will support with evidence in your body paragraphs. There is also space for students to list sources they have
found through the research process. What is the larger significance of the topic you chose to write about?
Essentially, students fill in the applicable blanks as you teach them. But this basic five-paragraph outline is a
good starting point, especially if you feel uncertain of your ability. Handout: How to Write an Opinion Essay
The basic five-paragraph essay structure, which you have probably used many times by this point, works
extremely well for an opinion essay. In an argumentative essay, you can finish with a "call to action" -- tell the
reader what you would like them to do as a result. Next, develop your argument in the body of your essay.
Introduction: Begin your paper with a opening sentence or hook about your topic that catches the readers
attention. The handout is organized around sections of the essay: introduction, body paragraphs, and the
conclusion. Former Newfoundland premier Joey Smallwood once said about giving speeches: "First I tell
them what I'm going to tell them, then I tell them, then I tell them what I told them. This should be clearly
stated in your opening paragraph. CLRC Writing Center My Outline Try applying this structure to your own
writing: write sentences for the corresponding elements of your introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion
in the space provided below. Dont only restate your thesis but show the significance of your synthesis of the
information. These are the body of your essay. You should refer back to your thesis, but dont simply restate it.
Sum up your argument by restating your thesis statement and reminding the reader what your three reasons
were. The idea is to teach students how a good thesis statement establishes purpose and previews the sequence
of ideas in an essay. Think about why you chose to include it. Use this outline to guide you as you compose
your own argument, research or even descriptive essay. Each paragraph should contain a single, clear idea that
support your point of view. Use these to lead students through their handout as you explain what each part of
the essay features. What should the reader do or think after reading your paper? For this, I have included three
resources related to thesis statements, sub-topics, and body paragraphs: These organizers teach students to
construct meaningful thesis statements and create organized essays from them. If you are like me, the answer
to this is quite often. What will you prove in your paper? Opening Sentence Start your paper with a general
statement about your topic that catches the readers attention, a relevant quotation, question, anecdote,
fascinating fact, definition, analogy, the position opposing one you will take, or a dilemma that needs a
solution. What side will you take? Why did you choose to include it? Dont forget a transition sentence:
Connect each paragraph with a sentence or two that demonstrates how each idea leads into the next.
Conclusion Provide the reader an overview of the main ideas you discussed, but also be sure to highlight the
progression of your thought process, offer solutions, next steps or present new questions that your paper
generated. What questions still need to be answered?


