
HOW TO WRITE AN EXPRESSION IN ACCESS

This article contains examples of expressions in Access to calculate values, validate data, and set a default value for a
field or control.

That field can come from a table or a query. Control which macro actions are run Calculate values for controls
in forms and reports When you use an expression as the data source for a control, you create a calculated
control. At the very top, you will see a link that you can click to get more information about the context that
you are entering the expression into. The is used to combine or concatenate two or more text fields. You can
use the Expression Builder to create queries, set a default value on a field, set a validation rule against a field,
and more. The names of table fields or controls on forms and reports. For example, suppose that you want to
automatically insert the date and time into a field called OrderDate whenever someone adds a new record. You
can also count the number of items in one or more fields or calculate an average value. From tables, queries,
forms, and reports. This expression uses the Sum function to total the values in the Freight field, and then
divides those totals by the sum of the values in the Subtotal field. Top of Page Date operations Tracking dates
and times is a fundamental database activity. There are different elements that might be contained in an
expression that will produce a result. Don't worry both mean the same thing to Access. You enter the criteria
as an expression, and Access returns only those rows that match the expression. Top of Page Use expressions
as query criteria You use criteria in a query to narrow down query results. So we decide to build a query to
find out. That way, if someone else asks the same question in say, 10 years time, we can re-run the same query
and it will look back 25 years from that date. The problem with creating expressions is you have to enter a
formula so that Access understands it and believe me, Access isn't very bright. The following provide
examples of expressions for use in queries. For example, suppose that you want to see all the orders whose
shipped date occurred in the first three months of the year  In inserted table box, double-click the fields which
you want to insert in Query. You use criteria in a query to limit the records that you work with. You'll be
rewarded with a brief summary that explains the purpose of the function and the arguments you need to
supply. For example, suppose that you have a report that displays multiple inventory records, and you want to
create a total in the report footer that sums all the line items on the report. What is the Expression Builder?
You can also perform arithmetic operations on dates. You might have to add a category item to add it to the
list if there are no values available. This eliminates the need for a separate query to do calculations. Scroll
horizontally to the rightmost column in the table, and click the Click to Add column heading. Expression
Elements List. Replace this text with the values you want to use. Launch the Query Designer. Top of Page
Arithmetic operations You can use expressions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide the values in two or more
fields or controls. The Expression Builder lets you pick the fields, mathematical symbols, and functions you
can use to create an expression. In other words, an expression is a formula. Expression Values List. The
Expression Builder allows you to look up and insert any of the components included in an expression. Click
OK. Access includes an Expression Builder that simplifies the process of building expressions. Help and
Information. If you're creating a calculated field, then you need to right-click the Field box. Once you choose
Build, the Expression Builder appears, showing any content that's currently in the box. To add elements,
double click them from the list below. The Default Value property of a control is like the Default Value
property of a field in a table. For a field validation message, select the field to which you added the validation
rule.


