
THE LIFE AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON

Thomas Jefferson was the primary draftsman of the U.S. Declaration of Independence, the nation's first secretary of
state and the second vice president (under John Adams). As the third president of the United States, Jefferson stabilized
the U.S. economy and defeated pirates from.

The first, prepared by Lee, had been disapproved and recommitted. In particular, the Stamp Act of , imposing
a tax on printed and paper goods, outraged the colonists, giving rise to the American revolutionary slogan, "No
taxation without representation. As the Revolutionary War progressed into the South, Jefferson moved the
capital from Williamsburg to Richmond, only to be forced to evacuate that city when it, rather than
Williamsburg, turned out to be the target of British attack. He then replaced Franklin as the representative to
France and spent the next five years in Europe. Although the version of the Declaration of Independence
adopted on July 4, , had undergone a series of revisions from Jefferson's original draft, its immortal words
remain essentially his own: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness. The charge followed Jefferson for the rest of his public life. He personally designed the
campus, envisioned as an "academical village," and hand-selected renowned European scholars to serve as its
professors. As presiding officer of the Senate, he assumed a more passive role than his predecessor John
Adams. Jefferson attempted to use American neutrality. After nearly five years in Paris, Jefferson returned to
America at the end of with a much greater appreciation for his home country. Jefferson argued that such a
misuse enslaved the human mind and thus violated the principle of liberty upon which a democracy should
rest. Jefferson's selection was based upon his powerful writing style and the fact that he represented the
interests of Virginia, the most influential southern colony. He became known as a man of immense abilities in
articulating the colonial position for independence. Nevertheless, Jefferson's retirement was marred by
financial woes. They, therefore, thought themselves not justifiable in voting on either side, and asked leave to
withdraw from the question; which was given them. Jefferson was the master planner of the University of
Virginia in all its parts, from the grounds and buildings to the university rules, teachers, and subjects taught.
Jefferson also helped to break the traditional link between religion and government by authoring the famous
Virginia Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom, which was finally passed into law thanks to the efforts of
Jefferson's friend James Madison. He practiced law for 8 years before stopping to participate in the American
Revolution in June of  They possessed excellent materials for so much of the country as is below the Blue
Ridge; little being then known beyond that ridge. The reformation sought to further peace, equality, and
individual freedoms, and to help solidify the American way of life. Constitution, which required separate
voting for president and vice president. President, in the paper which I disapprove, and that is the word
Congress; on which Ben Harrison rose and said, There is but one word in the paper, Mr. The act, which closed
U. Wells shows that Massachusetts did not adopt the measure, but on the receipt of our proposition, delivered
at their next session. He still retained the hope of reconciliation with the mother country, and was unwilling it
should be Lessened by offensive statements. The ordinance also replaced Jefferson's guarantee of initial
self-government with congressionally appointed governors and judges. Monticello was eventually acquired by
a nonprofit organization, which opened it to the public in  In the fall of , Jefferson resigned from the
Continental Congress and was re-elected to the Virginia House of Delegates formerly the House of Burgesses.
The convention met on the 1st of August, renewed their association, appointed delegates to the Congress, gave
them instructions very temperately and properly expressed, both as to style and matter; and they repaired to
Philadelphia at the time appointed. Active retirement In retirement Jefferson became the "Sage of Monticello.
Constitution but also strongly emphasized the need for a bill of rights, amendments to the Constitution that
would safeguard basic civil liberties, such as the freedoms of speech, press, assembly, religion, the right to
bear arms, and the right to have a speedy trial by a jury of one's peers. He had three sons; Thomas who died
young, Field who settled on the waters of Roanoke and left numerous descendants, and Peter, my father, who
settled on the lands I still own, called Shadwell , adjoining my present residence.


