
EXISTENTIALISM IN THE OUTSIDER

Certain aspects of existentialism are witnessed in The Stranger. Existentialists attempt to direct our attention to
ourselves as individuals.

Death although it temporarily affects people does not linger, and people eventually move on. In my opinion,
many would consider him an anti-hero, only his honesty is a heroic-like characteristic. On the contrary, Camus
was a persistent humanist. The title, "the Stranger," could indicate Meursault's disconnection and indifference
to the world that surrounds him and, therefore, his role as a stranger in the book. These two people from their
respective stories both commit murder and take responsibility for their decisions instead of fleeing from
reality. His evident follow of this theory prevents him from realizing his mistakes until his actual execution
day. Albert Camus successfully conveys existentialism throughout his book by the aid of his protagonist,
Meursault. Although Meursalt had a strained relationship with his mother and seemed to be apathetic he not
only concludes that this applies to him, but to everyone in the world. Some of the social institutions that are
shown in this novel are marriage, time, and the idea of a group of people forming a society altogether. Free
choice, responsibility, and indifference are all around us, and although some may be more important than
others they still help keep our id in balance Sigmund Freud. As mentioned before, everyone in the universe
usually follows the same process of school, job, wife, kids etc. Camus showed his existentialistic beliefs by
using his characters to make social commentaries on multiple different social institution, including marriage,
time, and society itself. This strongly connects weakness to love and marriage. There are many parts that make
up one whole, basic idea. Meursault accepted death. A key concept that existentialists are against, seems to be
the expectation that we should all follow certain rules and beliefs. Hence, this SparkNote approaches The
Stranger from the philosophical perspective of the absurd. Because for [him] it was a very great sadness.
However, it perfectly describes the concept of existentialism, which is neither obvious nor relatable. He looks
at the idea of life itself, and suggests that we may not live or exist long enough to truly understand being, and
confesses in the book that there is no real way of knowing if Dasein is able to understand life. There is
absolutely no such thing as an existentialist because he would have to be so uninvolved to the point where he
would not be able to live at all. One of the few times we see a sign of true emotional connection, particularly
towards the past is Mr Perez who is very sad about the death of Meursaults mother. I think that this may be
because he is always telling the truth, ignoring the consequences. Existentialism is defined as a belief in which
an individual is ultimately in charge of placing meaning into their life, and that life alone is meaningless.
Kirkegaard, a key figure in existentialism, felt that it was important that we all accept that death is both
unpredictable and inevitable, as many people struggle to grasp the idea that they will one day die. The
Prevelence of Existentialism in The Stranger by Albert Camus Essay - One of the ways existentialism is
created in The Stranger is through the use of the philosophical idea of nihilism that the main character,
Mersault, holds true to. However, one of several severe attacks of tuberculosis forced him to drop out of
school. After dropping out of the university, Camus eventually entered the world of political journalism.
Meursault learns that Perez and his mother had been together for a long time, and Camus connects Perez to the
institution of marriage and being with someone else. After his mother dies and he talks to his boss about
leaving he realizes that nothing will change, he will come back to work after his leave, and continue with
regularly life as if nothing had changed. How peculiar this is; we aim for similar goals, yet the methods we
enact are unique. Toward the end of the Nineteenth-Century and on through the mid-Twentieth, a movement
followed "existentialism," a philosophical theory of life, in order to achieve such a level The social institution
of marriage is shown through multiple characters, including Marie, Raymond, Perez, and Meursault. When
reading the novel, character development, plot, and prose style demand just as much attention as the specifics
of the absurd. Just as no two people have the same fingerprint, no two have identical theories on how to live
life.


