
ON MUCH ACCORD DARWIN IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIAL

DARWINISM

Social Darwinism, the theory that human groups and races are subject to the same laws of selection as Charles Darwin
had perceived in plants and animals in nature. form of evolutionary ethics is social Darwinism, though this view owes far
unrestricted competition and defense of the status quo were in accord with.

The vertical axis of the diagram was meant to suggest progressive development in intelligence and moral
character see fig. Andrew Carnegie , who admired Spencer, was the leading philanthropist in the world â€” ,
and a major leader against imperialism and warfare. But if we go to the heart of the matterâ€”the descent of
species over timeâ€”we find nothing in Mein Kamp that remotely resembles any such notion. Chamberlain
spoke extensively with the man over two days and was so impressed that he wrote the lederhosed politician an
amazingly fulsome letter, which Hitler never forgot. Both come in a context in which Hitler is worried about
the apparent reduction in births in Germany due to lack of land. If Hitler and leading Nazi biologists had
adopted Darwianian theory, exactly what feature of the theory would supposedly have induced them to engage
in morally despicable acts? I will examine the views of these latter more particularly below, since Hitler
himself ascribed his racial attitudes to this source. Haeckel, however, does include Jews in his hierarchical
scheme. The new American ambassador to Germany in , William E. His opposition to slavery, which was
deeply felt, did not mitigate his racial evaluations. Indeed, the only name carrying any scientific weight that
Hitler cites in Mein Kamp is that of Houston Stuart Chamberlain, his supporter and an avowed
anti-Darwinian. With one blow, you have transformed the core of my soul. In addition, the claim that Hitler
was influenced by Darwin, either directly or indirectly, can be authoritatively rejected. Those two instances
yet do have a Darwinian ring. A fanatic overheats the head, while you warm the heart. Sumner also believed
that the best equipped to win the struggle for existence was the American businessman, and concluded that
taxes and regulations serve as dangers to his survival. He even projected this struggle onto nature herself.
Sturm Abteilung , attempted to overthrow the Munich municipal government, hoping thereby to galvanize the
masses and march on Berlin. Ernst Haeckel propagated both Darwinism as a part of natural history and as a
suitable base for a modern Weltanschauung , a world view based on scientific reasoning in his Monist League.
While the term has been applied to the claim that Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection can be used
to understand the social endurance of a nation or country, Social Darwinism commonly refers to ideas that
predate Darwin's publication of On the Origin of Species. This pamphlet makes no mention of Darwinism, and
only refers to Darwin in a statement on the meaning of liberty, that "There never has been any man, from the
primitive barbarian up to a Humboldt or a Darwin, who could do as he had a mind to. The second volume was
finished in , and published the next year. Hypotheses of social evolution and cultural evolution were common
in Europe. But just what are those ideas? But before he wrote, it was used only on rare occasions; he made it a
standard shorthand for a complex of late-nineteenth-century ideas, a familiar part of the lexicon of social
thought. But the forces at work in nature, as Darwin observed them, are sometimes misapplied to human
society under the term of Social Darwinism. So even the modern Germans, who still retained the greatest
measure of Aryan blood and yet carried the fire of modern culture and scienceâ€”even the Germans had begun
to decline and would continue to do so as the tributaries of hybrid stocks increasingly muddied the swifter
currents of pure blood. And Haeckel, quite graphically, arranged the human groups in a hierarchical scheme.
Social Darwinism allowed people to counter the connection of Thron und Altar , the intertwined establishment
of clergy and nobility, and provided as well the idea of progressive change and evolution of society as a
whole.


