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by Herman Melville. Home /; Literature Literary Devices in Bartleby the Scrivener Melville's choice of narrator is
particularly important to this story. While he.

He is concerned most of all to protect himself from invasion. Harold Bloom. But the tragic paradox is that the
more the self is defended in this way, the more it is destroyed  The Lawyer begins by noting that he is an
"elderly man," and that his profession has brought him "into more than ordinary contact with what would seem
an interesting and somewhat singular set of men the law-copyists, or scriveners. It is also the story of political
unrootedness, of the consequences of living in a society operating at an alienatingly high level of production
and consumption. Bartleby could be described as a narrative of the familiarity â€” or anxiousness â€” a
attorney feels for the law-copyist he employs. The language of anorexia is helpful here, because, as an illness
with which we are becoming increasingly familiar, that condition operates extremely successfully as a form of
resistance. Works Cited Borges, Jorge Luis. That is, seeing stoicism in dialogue with epicureanism makes
food the necessary dramatic heart of a broader reading since epicureanism necessarily emphasises
consumption. Knopf,  By keeping everything and everyone out, the anorexic is able to achieve a state of
ascetic purity, but this purity leads ultimately to death and is quite literally short-lived. This is not the case for
Bartleby, however, whose sacrifice is so much the greater because these binary divisions are abandoned. The
first one is the feeling of personal detachment and conformation to the society. For more information on
choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this blog post. Bartleby does not revolt in terms of a
physical attack, but through a repeated set of verbal refusals, he achieves the effect of revolt. You know how
looking at a math problem similar to the one you're stuck on can help you get unstuck? Regardless the fact that
the two stories were written in different times and under different historic and social conditions, as well as
focus on characters that have nothing in common age, occupation, character or motives , clearly that both
stories have something to reveal about. Curled up, foetus-fashion, he becomes identified with the object
against which his head rests -the prison wall. It is the story of an unnamed lawyer and his employee, Bartleby,
a copyist of law documents. He changes working space into a space of retreat, as he does with his own inner
life. It becomes another wall between him and external reality. In the afternoons, he is calmer and works
steadily. How to cite this page Choose cite format:. The narrator arranges a screen in the corner of his office
behind which Bartleby may work.


